PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE
& DISTRICT CHAMBER

May 8, 2025

The Honourable Lisa Naylor
Minister of Infrastructure
Legislative Building

450 Broadway

Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8

Dear Minister Naylor,

Re: Request for Road Resurfacing and Infrastructure Enhancements Near the New
Portage Regional Health Centre

On behalf of the Portage la Prairie & District Chamber of Commerce, | am writing to urge
your office to prioritize the resurfacing and enhancement of the roadway directly in front of
the new Portage Regional Health Centre.

While we commend the recent and much-needed improvements to West Saskatchewan
Avenue — a project that has elevated both the functionality and aesthetic of the corridor —
we must now draw urgent attention to the connecting roadway that serves as a primary
route to the new hospital. This stretch of road is not only an essential artery for daily
commuter traffic butis poised to bear significantly increased volumes with the opening of
the new medical facility.

To ensure the safety and efficiency of this critical infrastructure, we advocate for
resurfacing that matches the quality and design of West Saskatchewan Avenue. In
particular, we stress the importance of:

e Dedicated turning lanes to manage traffic flow safely and efficiently;

e Well-defined curbs and boulevards to improve pedestrian safety and roadway
organization;

e Clear, modern lane markings to guide both regular and emergency traffic
effectively.



Our concerns are not solely aesthetic —they are rooted in safety. The current state of the
roadway poses real challenges to ambulance drivers and emergency vehicles who require
unobstructed, reliable access in often high-pressure situations. Every second counts, and
the condition of this roadway should reflect the critical nature of the services it supports.

We believe this investment will not only align with the recent upgrades to West
Saskatchewan Avenue but also demonstrate the province’s commitment to safety,
functionality, and community well-being as our city continues to grow.

We thank you for your consideration of this request and welcome any opportunity to
discuss this matter further. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Chamber office at
info@portagedistrictchamber.com should you require additional information or would like

to arrange a site visit.

Sincerely,

Stefanie Dunn

Executive Director

Portage la Prairie & District Chamber of Commerce
204-872-4887
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